
 

 

Mission Peak has a three year 

theme rotation for the direction 

of our religious education 

offerings for children: one year of 

Judaism and Christianity, one year of Unitarian 

Universalism, and one year of World Religions.   

This rotation is repeated every three years 

providing a broad educational experience for a 

student as he or she moves through the 

program. 

This year‘s theme is World Religions, and this is 

how we are addressing this theme: 

 

Preschool-Kindergarten 

 Our Preschool and  

Kindergarten class will be using 

the standard UUA (Unitarian 

Universalist Association) 

curriculum "We Are Many, We 

Are One".   Because these 

children are too young to understand the 

concepts of different religions, this curriculum 

lays the foundation for learning about other 

religions later by teaching an acceptance of 

diversity in an anti-bias environment. 

 

 

Grades 1-2 

The 1- 2 class will use "Stories about God", 

which  fosters the understanding that God  can 

take many forms and is called 

by many names.  Each lesson 

includes a story about some 

aspect of God, taken from 

one of the world religions, 

feminist experience, science, 

or the ordinary and 

extraordinary experiences of life. 

 

Grades 3-4 

The  children in third and 

fourth grades are 

developmentally ready to 

start learning about various 

religions.  They will be 

primarily using the 

curriculum "A World of New 

Friends" which includes lessons on Christianity, 

Islam, Hinduism, Buddhism, Confucianism, 

Taoism, Sikhism, Judaism, and Earth-centered 

religions.  This curriculum will be supplemented 

by lessons from "Holidays and Holy Days" and 

"One Family" to provide 2-3 lessons on each 

religion. 

 

 

Grades 5-8 

The 5-8 class will be doing 

“Neighboring Faiths” this 

year.  The program is about 

visiting other places of 

worship.  Each religion is 

studied on three consecutive 

Sundays: the first Sunday is 

an introduction to the religion, sometimes with 

a visiting speaker; the second Sunday (or Friday 

or Saturday) is a visit to the place of worship; 

and the third Sunday is a discussion of the visit 

and the relation of the religion to Unitarian-

Universalism. 

Senior High Youth Group 

The High School youth group 

advisors are Laurie Fiatal and 

Michealle Havenhill.   The group will 

be meets twice a month during the service to 

discuss issues that impact their lives.  They will 

be working on fund raising projects with the 

goal of purchasing a projector for the church. 

 The group also does various service projects to 

benefit the community, and develops a worship 

service for the congregation in the spring. 

 

     Religious Education for Children and Youth 
 



 

 Sally Ahnger became 

our Director of 

Religious Education in 

August, 2003, and has 

returned after taking a 

sabbatical for the 08-

09 year. She 

brings an extensive 

management background from a 20 year 

career in software engineering 

management, along with three years of 

experience coordinating children's religious 

education at the UU Church of Palo Alto. 

 

Our Director of Religious Education is 

always happy to discuss our curricula 

choices with anyone who is interested.  

Please contact Sally Ahnger at 

sahnger@yahoo.com if you have any 

questions or feedback. 

 

 

The MPUUC Children and Youth Religious 

Exploration (CaYRE)Committee meets with the 

Director of Religious Education three times a 

year to plan and coordinate the children’s 

religious education program.  If you would like 

more information, please contact one of our 

members: 

Laurie Fiatal,  CaYRE Committee Chair 

Steve Wallcave,   Allysson MacDonald 

Jay Steele, and Janelle Hargrove 
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